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THE COURSE IN GERMAN IN THE UNIVER- 
SITY HIGH SCHOOL, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Some of the more important aims in the course in German here 
presented are the following : 

i . To enable the pupil to gain such a command of the German 
language that he may be able 

(a) to read moderately difficult German with some 

fluency. 

(b) to understand simple spoken German. 

(c) to use the language in simple conversation based on 

the text read and in simple oral and written 
abstracts of portions of the reading material 
suitable for that purpose. 
2. To acquaint the pupil in a systematic manner with the geo- 
graphy, history, literature, customs, and institutions of 
Germany as far as is possible within the limits of a high 
school course. 
In order that these ends may be attained more directly, with 
less waste of time and energy than has heretofore been the case, 
it is necessary that the course of study be organized in a mannei 
differing somewhat from that usually found in our beginning 
textbooks. If the pupil is to attain any fluency in reading, the 
acquisition of a vocabulary must be more definitely provided for, 
and if he is to acquire any skill in speaking and writing, those 
elements of grammar and syntax needed most in the use of simple 
German must be so stressed that the pupil can use them more or 
less automatically. The course as organized in the University 
High School provides, therefore, for a great deal of repetition 
of a definite vocabulary and considerable stress on a small amount 
of grammar, much less grammar than is usually required. 

The amount of work that can be accomplished in any given 
subject is necessarily determined by the amount of time that 
is given to it. In the University High School five fifty-five minute 
class periods a week are devoted to the study of German in each 
year. Since the pupil carries four studies, it is estimated that 
one-half hour of home work can be required daily for each subject 
in the first two years. In the third year thirty to forty-five 
minute's preparation is expected and in the fourth year forty-five 
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minutes to one hour. The course here presented aims to keep 
within the limits prescribed by these requirements. 

First-Year German 

The reading text is the basis of the course. All the grammar is 
derived from this and all the work in oral and written composition 
is based on it. An attempt has been made to secure enough 
repetition of the vocabulary in the reading text and the exercises 
based on it so that it may be thoroughly assimilated by the pupil. 
As a further aid in the mastery of the language material the Ger- 
man of the text has been kept within unusually narrow grammatical 
limits. Numerous simple direct-method exercises accompanying 
the reading lessons provide for a thorough mastery of the grammar 
presented 

At the beginning of the year a few lessons in practical phonetics 
are given. The aim is a reasonably correct pronunciation, and the 
desired results are secured through imitation rather than scientific 
instruction in phonetics. The exercises on pages XXIV-XXVII 
of "Das erste Jahr Deutsch" are used for drill in pronunciation. 1 

The new lesson is usually developed during the recitation 
period. Words are associated as far as possible directly with 
the idea without the intervention of English, new words being 
explained whenever possible by means of objects, pictures, actions 
gestures, or other German words already known to the pupil. 
The new material is usually presented orally by the teacher. 
The lesson is then read by the class, first in concert, then by 
individual members of the class. After the reading of the lesson 
the grammar is developed from the reading material. The 
vocabulary and grammar are then more permanently fixed in the 
minds of the pupils by means of numerous oral and written 
direct-method exercises based on the text. Questions on the text 
follow. Free oral and written reproduction of the reading lesson 
is the natural next step and concludes the work on the lesson. 
Since the treatment of a reading lesson according to this plan 
frequently requires two or three recitation periods, the questions 
on the text and the free reproduction of the text are sometimes 
omitted in order to progress more rapidly — the main aim being 
a reading rather than a speaking knowledge of German. 



'For a more detailed account of the work in phonetics, see the article "A 
Practical Course in Phonetics" in The School Review for October, 191 5. 
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Undoubtedly the most effective method of assimilating the 
vocabulary of a reading selection is through the free reproduction 
of the same. Since this feature of the work is necessarily limited 
on account of the time involved, other substitutes for fixing the 
vocabulary in the pupil's mind must be found. One of the best 
means of accomplishing this is the following type of exercise : 

A selection which contains a practical vocabulary is rewritten 
in a condensed form, dashes taking the place of important words 
which are to be permanently remembered by the pupil. The sup- 
ply of the words for the dashes furnishes the pupil with a motive for 
reading the exercise a number of times. Through this repeated 
reading not only the omitted words, but all the other words 
in the exercise are learned with little effort. This exercise fre- 
quently arouses the game spirit of the younger pupils and is for 
this reason valuable, but it has also proved for the older pupils 
an especially effective and economical device for the acquisition 
of vocabulary. An example of this type of exercise with the 
omitted words in parenthesis is here given : 

Der Rhein 

An den (Ufern) des Rheins sieht man viele Weinberge, (herr- 
liche) Burgen und alte Ruinen. Fruher wohnten Ritter in 
diesen (Burgen). Da (feierten) sie glanzende Feste mit Gesang 
und Spiel. Auch Stadte mit (prachtigen) Domen und Kirchen 
liegen am Rhein. Viele Dampfer (fahren) auf dem Rhein; denn 
der Rhein ist auch eine grosse (Handelsstrasse). 

A list of the most common words in the text with synonyms, 
antonyms and related words affords opportunity for drill and 
facilitates frequent review of important vocabulary. 

The subject matter of the first part of the text used is designed 
to enable the pupil to think and speak of his immediate environ- 
ment, daily experiences, and activities in German. This material 
is given under the general heading "Aus dem taglichen Leben des 
Schulers." The second part consists of fables, short stories, 
and fairy tales. The third part of the text provides systematic 
work in the "Realien." 

The grammar covered is as follows: the declension of the 
definite and indefinite article, the demonstrative and possessive 
adjectives, the noun, the adjective, the personal pronoun, the 
relative pronoun, and the interrogative pronoun; the principal 
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parts of about fifty strong verbs; the conjugation of verbs on 
the present, imperfect, perfect, pluperfect and future of the 
indicative, and three forms of the imperative; the simple tenses 
of the modals; the irregular weak verbs, bringen, denken, wissen, 
kennen; the reflexive verb ; verbs with separable and inseparable 
prefixes; the most common prepositions governing the dative, 
those governing the accusative, and both the dative and the 
accusative; word order: normal, inverted, and transposed. 

The emphasis placed on these topics of grammar is determined 
by their relative importance for the work in composition. The 
conjugation of the verb, the declension of the adjective, the use 
of the prepositions, and word order are stressed. Plurals of nouns 
and the familiar form of address receive much less attention than 
is usually given them since they are little needed in free repro- 
duction and offer no difficulties in reading. 

"Das erste Jahr Deutsch" by Schmidt-Glokke, is used in the 
first year. Kafemann's "Neue Bilder fur den Anschauungesunter- 
richt," particularly the "Winterbild," and Wilke's "Anschauungs- 
bilder" are used. 

Second-Year German 

The work of the second year is the least satisfactory of the four 
years' course because of the difficulty of getting material that 
adequately meets the needs of the pupil. Texts in simple German, 
interesting in content and amply supplied with practical direct- 
method exercises which enable the pupil to concentrate his atten- 
tion sufficiently on the most important topics of grammar and 
especially on the vocabulary of the text, are still very rare. 

Since the work in grammar which remains to be done offers no 
particular difficulties, the main problem of the year is the acquisi- 
tion of vocabulary. The method of procedure which seems to 
secure the best results is very similar to that of the first year. 
The pupil's vocabulary at the beginning of the second year is 
still too limited to enable him to profit much from rapid reading. 
A large part of the reading material of this year is therefore 
studied almost as intensively as that of the first year, except that 
there is less free reproduction of the text. Before beginning the 
work of the second year, however, not only the grammar, but 
also the vocabulary of the first year is very rapidly reviewed. 
Unless this is done, a considerable portion of the first year's 
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work is lost. The review of the grammar never offers any diffi- 
culties. By means of the vocabulary exercises ("Das erste Jahr 
Deutsch," pp. 157-167), the exercises based on the idioms (pp. 30, 
41, 64), the retelling of the stories used for free reproduction, and 
the reading of some of the more important reading lessons of the 
year, most of the vocabulary of the first year can be rapidly 
reviewed and thus kept in flux during the second year. 

At the beginning of the year the work in the "Realien" is 
resumed. Schrakamp's "Deutsche Heimat," which seems best 
adapted for systematic work of this character at this stage, is 
used. Various geographical divisions of Germany and the 
historical events, personages, legends, and poems associated with 
these are taken up for study. The ground covered may be 
indicated by the following chapter headings and titles of lessons: 
An deutschen Kusten : Die Hansestadte. 
Von Moorland und Heide: Die Luneburger Heide: Fruhling 

der Heide, Greif. 
Die Reichshauptstadt und ihre Umgebung: Berlin; Potsdam 

und die Konigsschlosser; Im Spreewald. 
Im Osten des Reiches: Im Riesengebirge. 
Westfalen: Die Westfalen und ihr Land; Der Rattenf anger 

von Hameln. 
Bei Vater Rhein: Das Rheinland; Die Sage vom Kolner Dom; 

Der Monch von Heisterbach; Die Lorelei, Heine. 
Sachsen: Das sachsische Land und Volk; Faust-Sagen. 
Thuringen: Das Thuringer Land and Volk; Wanderers 
Nachtlied, Goethe; Die Wartburg; Wartburg-Sagen; 
Kyffhauser-Sagen; Barbarossa im Kyffhauser, Ruckert; 
Der getreue Eckart. 

Hessen: Das hessische Land und Volk; Die Entstehung von 
Frankfurt; Die Donareiche; Die Erfindung der Buch- 
druckerkunst; Die Nibelungen; Siegfrieds Schwert, Uhland. 
Wurttemberg; Die Weiber von Weinsberg. 
Bayern : Bayerische Stadte, 

Since this book contains no exercise except "Fragen," it is 
necessary to use a large number of exercises based on the text in 
mimeographed form in order that the material may be thoroughly 
mastered. These exercises furnish drill in new chapters of gram- 
mar, but some drill is provided also in a few of the more important 
topics already studied in the first year, viz., the adjective declen- 
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sion, the five tenses of the verb, etc. This is desirable for pur- 
poses of review and also for greater automaticity in the use of 
the grammatical forms and principles in oral and written composi- 
tion. The most important of these mimeographed exercises are, 
however, vocabulary exercises similar to those on pages 157-167 
of "Das erstejahr Deutsch." Exercises of the type of the exercise 
based on "Der Rhein" in the first year's work are relied on especi- 
ally in this year for vocabulary drill. When a short narrative 
has been studied by means of one of these exercises the pupil 
has attained such a mastery of the vocabulary that the reproduc- 
tion of the story is a comparatively simple matter. A list of the 
synonyms, antonyms, and related words acquired as a result 
of constant drill in connection with the reading serves as a sum- 
mary of a considerable portion of the new vocabulary of this 
text. In order to keep this work practical and to prevent the 
mechanical memorizing of long lists of words, only words in 
frequent use and actually occurring in the text are included. 

The pupil's interest in the content of this material is much 
heightened by the use of wall pictures and other illustrative 
material. The stereopticon or balopticon are effective aids in this 
connection. Through illustrated talks in simple German the pupils 
gain a more vivid idea of the subject matter, and their interest in 
much related material which can be easily introduced in this way 
is aroused. The work in the ' 'Realien" is thus vitalized and a desire 
is more easily gained for a further acquaintance with the history 
and civilization of the people whose language is being studied. 

Storm's "Immensee," or an equivalent, is made the subject of a 
thorough study. A number of typed sheets containing vocabulary 
exercises similar to those supplied for "Deutsche Heimat" are 
given the pupils. Several pages of sentences illustrating the 
new grammatical points derived from the reading are used in 
mimeographed form. Frequent review of all this material 
contributes to a thorough mastery of the new elements of grammar 
and nearly all of the new vocabulary of the text. 

Straube's "Marchen und Sagen," or an equivalent, is used for 
more rapid reading towards the end of the year. The pupils have 
a sufficiently large vocabulary by this time so that a text of this 
type can be read without that constant reference to a dictionary 
or vocabulary which deprives the average pupil of all real joy in 
reading a foreign language. 



German in the University High School 113 

The more important chapters of grammar covered in this year 
are as follows: comparison of adjectives, pronominal adverbs, 
the demonstrative pronouns, the use of modals in perfect tenses, 
the passive voice, the subjunctive of indirect discourse and unreal 
condition, verbs requiring the dative, and prepositions governing 
the genitive case. A thorough understanding of this grammar 
material is required of the pupil. Inasmuch as these elements of 
grammar are, however, not needed as much in oral and written 
composition as the topics studied in the fisrt year, the same skill 
in their use is not insisted upon. 

The work in composition consists of the free reproduction of 
some of the narrative selections in "Deutsche Heimat" and por- 
tions of "Immensee" suitable for that purpose. 

The following textbooks and materials are used : Schrakamp, 
"Deutsche Heimat," American Book Company; Storm, "Im- 
mensee," The Macmillan Company, or an equivalent; Straube, 
"Marchen und Sagen," The Macmillan Company, or an equiva- 
lent; Gould, "Handy German Grammar," Scott, Foresman and 
Company; some of Lehmann's "Kulturgeschichtliche Bilder 
fur den Schulunterricht" and "Geographische Charakterbilder" 
and Wachsmuth's "Wanderbilder fur den geschichtlichen Unter- 
richt;" a collection of slides, postal cards, Seemann color-prints, 
etc. The High School library contains some of Velhagen and 
Klasing's "Illustrierte Monographien" and "Volksbucher" besides 
other illustrated English and German books. 

Third-Year German 

In the third year a few representative works of modern writers 
are studied instead of classics which are generally read in this 
year. No systematic study of literature is undertaken, but the 
books chosen for detailed study are of such a character that the 
pupils are able to enjoy them and appreciate their literary merits 
more than is generally the case when pupils laboriously read the 
words of the classic authors. 

After a rapid review of some of the most important materials 
of the second year, "Ernstes und Heiteres," a collection of short 
stories by some of the best modern writers, Wildenbruch, "Das 
edle Blut" and Eichendorff's "Der Taugenichts" are studied. 
The vocabulary is built up by means of synonyms, antonyms, 
and related words in the same systematic manner as in the second 
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year. Portions of these texts are used for sight reading, especially 
at the end of the year, when "Der Taugenichts" is read. 

Collman's "Easy German Poetry" is made the basis for a 
short course in German lyrics and ballads. A number of the 
most important poems in this collection are read. The pupils 
have advanced far enough in their knowledge of German by this 
time to read these poems with little effort and consequently 
with considerable appreciation. An interest is aroused in the 
authors, and characteristics of their poetry are noted. Some 
of the best known poems are memorized and numerous others 
become so familiar through repeated readings that quotations 
from them are easily recognized and assigned to the proper poem. 

A number of the selections in Gronow's "Geschichte und Sage" 
are used for rapid reading. When a class shows a decided dislike 
for poetry this work is reduced somewhat and additional reading 
in "Geschichte und Sage" or some other short text is substituted. 

Further topics of grammar, such as the subjunctive of wish 
and purpose, substitutes for the passive, and verbs requiring the 
genitive, are taken up as the need for them arises in the reading 
and composition work. Several typewritten pages of sentences 
from the reading, illustrating the new points, are given the pupils, 
as in the second year, and are used for reference throughout the 
year. 

Questions on the reading assignments, to determine whether 
the text has been understood, furnish constant drill in the use 
of simple German; and brief summaries of appropriate portions 
of the text sometimes grow out of this. Some of the work in 
composition consists, however, of the free reproduction of material 
considerably simpler than the reading texts of this year. Short 
stories from Stroebe's "Deutsche Anekdoten" are read at sight 
in class and, after a short drill on new vocabulary and expressions, 
are reproduced immediately in oral and written form by the pupils. 
Occasionally the story is read to the class by the teacher and after 
a similar drill on new vocabulary or a brief review of the story 
by means of questions by the teacher the story is reproduced 
orally and in writing by the class. 

The following books are used: Schrakamp, "Ernstes und 
Heiteres," American Book Company; Wildenbruch, "Das edle 
Blut," edited by John C. Weigel, The Macmillan Company; 
Eichendorff, "Der Taugenichts," D. C. Heath and Company; 



German in the University High School 115 

Collman, "Easy German Poetry" (enlarged edition), Ginn and 
Company; Gronow, "Geschichte und Sage," Ginn and Company; 
Stroebe, ' ' Deutsche Anekdoten, ' ' D . C . Heath and Company ; Gould, 
"Handy German Grammar," Scott, Foresman and Company. 

Fourth-Year German 

In addition to the further mastery of the language the aim in 
the fourth year is to develop an appreciation of literature on the 
part of the pupils and to acquaint them more intimately with the 
important facts of German civilization. Since it is desired to 
give the pupils constant practice in the use of modern German 
the reading is confined for the most part to modern literature. 

Characteristic prose works of modern authors are studied and a 
selection of poems by Goethe, Schiller, Heine, Uhland, Arndt 
Korner, Chamisso, and Eichendorff are read. No drama is 
included in the course, because none of the modern dramas edited 
for school use seem suitable for pupils of high-school age. Read- 
ings in Schweitzer-Simonnots "Deutsches Lesebuch: Deutsche 
Kulturgeschichte in Wort und Bild" are supplemented by the 
comments of the instructor. The pupils make frequent oral 
and written reports on the books read and are required to write 
and speak in a connected way about any topic under discussion. 

The following books are used: Storm, "Der Schimmelreiter," 
Ginn and Company; Sudermann, "Frau Sorge," D. C. Heath 
and Company; Heine, "Die Harzreise," American Book Company; 
Keller, "Romeo und Julia auf dem Dorfe," D. C. Heath and 
Company, or an equivalent; Gould "Handy German Grammar," 
Scott, Foresman and Co. The following books are used for 
reference: Schweitzer-Simonnot, "Deutsches Lesebuch: Deut- 
sche Kulturgeschichte in Wort und Bild. Fur Sekunda, Prima 
und Oberprima," Armand Colin, Paris; Freytag, "Bilder aus 
der deutschen Vergangenheit;" For the reading in Freytag and 
the poets the collected works of these authors in the University 
library are used. 

Special Classes 

The pupils from the University Elementary School enter the 

High School at the end of the seventh grade, the eighth grade 

having been eliminated. They have completed in the Elementary 

School the first year of High school German and do from now 
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on the regular high school work. They are taught in separate 

classes, however, since their age and previous training make a 

somewhat different method of procedure desirable. They have 

a better developed "Sprachgefuhl" and their mastery of the 

language is such that they enter more into the spirit of thebo oks 

read, see the finer points of the style, and get more enjoyment out 

of the work than do the pupils who begin the study of the language 

at a later age. 

Lydia M. Schmidt. 
High School, University of Chicago. 



THE PHONOGRAPH IN MODERN LANGUAGE 

TEACHING 

The use of the talking machine in teaching foreign languages 
is by no means new. Many experiments have been made with 
it in schools and colleges, and the silent verdict brought in by its 
general abandonment is that it is not worth the trouble it involves. 
In view of the impetus given by the war to practical methods 
of instruction this aid acquires a new interest and may properly 
be discussed once more. The writer began more than a dozen 
years ago to employ in the class room cylinder records, and has 
since substituted discs, finding their use very valuable in some 
applications to French, and of no advantage in certain others. 
Hence he ventures to think he can speak with experience and 
impartiality of the appliances as related to general language 
instruction. 

Everyone knows the immense improvement which the past 
few years have brought to all makes of talking machines, parti- 
cularly in distinctness of articulation. At the same time there is 
an invincible unnaturalness in the reproduction of speech, due 
in part to the mechanism and in part to human inability to speak 
effectively into a receiver without falsifying one's normal pro- 
nunciation. In choosing records it is necessary to condone, of 
course, the defects inherent in all speech mechanically rendered, 
that is, a metallic and nasal character. After a little familiarity 



